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This presentation summarizes recent research on the healthcare cost impacts of global warming and contextualizes 
these findings within our broader understanding of the economic consequences of climate change. First, we review 
standard approaches used by economists and policymakers to quantify the economic impacts of carbon emissions, 
assessing the extent to which these methods account for health and healthcare-related effects. Second, we 
summarize some recent research on the healthcare costs associated with climatic events and long-term climate 
change, along with their broader economic consequences. We discuss the methodological challenges in 
extrapolating short-term estimates from extreme outcomes to the long-run effects of a warming climate, and share 
some new estimates suggesting that prior work has significantly underestimated climate damages by omitting 
healthcare costs. Finally, we highlight recent findings on the critical role of healthcare services availability in 
mitigating the mortality impacts of climate change.
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